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TRB Model Disparity Study Background

— Regulations state a disparity study may be used to
set goals but is not required to set goals

— Western States suggests a study Is hecessary In
the Sth circuit

— Other circuits are relying on studies to determine If
programs are narrowly tailored

— There were no existing study guidelines

— Agencies need to be proactive

— TRB expanded the project to add airports

— CHA & NERA Economic Consulting selected
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TRB Model Disparity Study Objectives

— Provide guidelines to state DOTs and airports to
determine when studies are needed

Develop a model scope of work to include in RFPs
Develop a model disparity/availability study design
Determine what data should be collected
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TRB Model Disparity Study Trasks

— Analyze DBE regulations & case law

— |dentify common themes & key distinguishing factors that
iInfluenced courts

— Comment on when studies should be conducted
— |dentify elements of successful studies

— Review all studies to identify models
— Discuss successful & rejected studies

— ldentify types & qualities of data agencies should
maintain

— |dentify ways to conduct updates
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TRB Model Disparity Study Tasks, cont.

— Review & analyze current statistical methods
— Define availability of DBEs

— Measure the current effects of past & present
discrimination

— Describe standards to ensure study results are
statistically valid

— Analyze costs

— ldentify factors influencing costs

— Describe the information needed to estimate & manage
costs

— Describe ways to collaborate with other agencies
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TRB Model Disparity Study
Implementation Plan

— Suggest practical activities to promote
application of models

— Describe the audience for models
— Describe possible impediments to success

— Suggest possible institutional and Individual
leaders In applying the research product

— Develop criteria to judge the progress &
conseguences of model iImplementation
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